* The Tartar Invasion *
cess* He now added to it; there were reviews; the gen-
erals were in and out of the palace all day. When he
saw his elephants march past, his confidence over-
flowed. His only dread now was that Kublai Khan
would be afraid to attack him.

With the close of the rains in October, the army was
sent north to the frontier. The men were in high spirits.
Narathihapate, to see them go, took up his position near
the Tharaba gate. The two generals, Anantapyissi and
Rantapyissi, rode magnificently by on their war ele-
phants, umbrellas, fans and whisks borne beside them.
They were covered in gilded armour, high pointed
helmets on their heads. Queen Saw, who also watched,
half wished they had not assumed so fierce an air; it
accorded more with the stage than the inclement alti-
tudes of pure strategy. The march out took many
hours. If Tepathin was in the gate, he made no sign
that lovely morning, but curious to relate, certain of the
common soldiers, talking the same night in the first
bivouac, swore they had seen him at noon striding in
the van.

After the departure of the army, Narathihapate had
less to do and, without the daily spectacle of his ele-
phants, his confidence began to sag. He had a way of
sending for Queen Saw at all hours to enquire whether
she thought the army would win.

*You have no doubts now, I suppose?" he would say.

As she saw little use in depressing him, knowing in-
deed that it would be futile to make a criticism, she
would reply with any words that occurred to her,

'You are quite sure?' he would press her. 'We are
bound to win, are we not?'
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